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TO THE HONORABLE PREMIER LOUGHEED AND MINISTERS 


OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


INTRODUCTION 


For the past two and a half years, the Provincial governments 
"Metis Task Force" under the capable leadership of its Chairman, Mr. 
Tom Roach, has addressed itself to an examination of the needs of the 
Metis population within the Province of Alberta in general and the needs 
of the Metis settlements in particular. The purpose of this examination 
was primarily directed towards an attempted definition and the recommen- 


dation of a Metis development policy to the Alberta Provincial cabinet. 


The recommendations of the Metis Task Force contained in 
its interim report of December 4, 1970, were made known to the Metis 
people of the settlements through the efforts of the Federation's 
executive comprising Mr. Richard Poitras, Mr. Sam Johnson and Mr. Adrian 
Hope, President, lst Vice-President and 2nd Vice-President respectively. 
These recommendations of the Provincial Metis Task Force, although not 
collectively agreed to by the Metis people of the settlements, reflect 


the high degree of quality and forethought of members of that Task Force. 


It became apparent to the Metis people of the settlements that 
there was required at this time a need to establish definite lines of 


communication with the government of the Province of Alberta in order 
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- to generate an input into those decisions and policies which would 

have a direct impact and effect on their lives. This need pre-dated 

and did in fact give rise to the birth of the Federation of Alberta 

Metis Settlement Associations. The acceptance of this new direction 

of an affected segment of the Metis population has been demonstrated 

by the new Provincial government through funding meetings by both the 
former Human Resources Development Authority and the Metis Rehabilitation 
Branch, and more recently, the granting of an operational budget for 


the Federation. 
HISTORICAL 


On February 27, 1933, the legislature of the Province of 
Alberta passed a resolution to initiate an enquiry into the conditions 
surrounding the half-breed population of the Province of Alberta, with 
particular emphasis on those areas relating to health, Dinetied icles 
and general welfare. To this end, there was established a commission 
on the 12th December, 1934, to which were appointed as Commissioners, 
the Honorable Judge OMe Ewing, a Judge of the Supreme Court of Alberta, 
as Chairman, Dr. E. A. Braithwaite, Commission member, and Mr. J. M. Douglas, 


citizen of Edmonton, Commission member. 


The establishment of this Commission was as a direct result 
of a hearing with members of the first organized Metis Association in 


the Province of Alberta. This Association was then known as "L'Association 
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Des Metis d'Alberta et Les Territoires du Nord-Quest", The 

first President was Mr. J. F. Dion, a Metis teacher from the 

Frog Lake Indian reserve; lst Vice President Mr. M.F. Norris of 
Edmonton; 2nd Vice President, Mr. Felix Calihoo of St. Paul; 3rd 
Vice President, Mr. Henry Cunningham of St. Albert; and Secretary 
-Treasurer, Mr. J.P. Brady of St. Paul. The date of inception of 


this first Metis organization was 1932, 


As a result of a Royal Commission report hearing in 
February 28, 1935 with this Metis organization, there was 


established eight Metis colonies as follows: 


Utikuma (Gift) Lake #3E by 0.C. 1602/38 on Dec. 21, 1938 


Beaver River #7 (Kikino and Caslan) by 0.C. 370/39 on 


Mar., 1939 
Keg River #1 by 0.C. 547/39 on May 9, 1939 


Elizabeth #10N by 0.C. 815/39 on June 22, 1939 
East Prairie #4 by 0.C. 928/39 on July 15, 1939 
Big Prairie #3W by 0.C. 1100/39 on August 21, 1939 
Fishing Lake #10S by 0.C. 697/40 on May 22, 1940 


Other areas suggested for establishment of other 
colonies but iteh were never considered were Lac La Biche, 
Conklin, Fort Chipewyan and Marlboro. The reasons for not 
considering these areas were never quite clear. The findings 


and recommendations of the Ewing Commission. 
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were largely incorporated in enacting legislation by the government 

of the Province of Alberta in the creation of the Metis Betterment Act 
which has undergone very few revisions to date. At present, the regula- 
tions arising from the Act contain a number of conflicting points as 

for example: Prior to 1958, the various colonies were ae by a 
Board of 5 Directors, 3 of whom were elected by the Metis people, two 

of whom were selected by the Metis Branch. Of the two so selected, 

one was the government appointed colony Supervisor who was always 
Chairman of the Board and the other was a Metis. After 1958, this 
system was changed whereby the managing Board now comprised Ree 
members, a Chairman and two Counsellors, all duly elected by the Metis 
people. The Act and regulations have never been revised to accommodate 
this change in systems. There are other inconsistencies. The main 
point to be made here is that the consultative process regarding changes 


in the Act and regulations has been maintained with the Metis people. 


Thirty years and more have passed since the establishment of 
‘these colonies. During this time Alberta and its people have progressed 
and prospered. The Metis people have endured and continue to suffer 
deprivations and gross deficiencies. The hope of the Metis people 
ae their settlements lie in the opportunity to conduct themselves 
to meaningful dialogue with the new government of the Province of Alberta 
through their Federation of Settlement Associations in the same manner 


and cordial atmosphere as that: which prevailed when the "L'Association 
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‘des Metis d'Alberta et les Territoires du Nord-Quest" sat down with 


the Alberta government of 1933. 


The Metis people of the colonies recognize the need to join 
efforts, resources, knowledge, expertise, desire and willingness towards 
the Dateiecnent and attainment of those goals of the settlement communities 
and to this end make the following requests and recommendations to the 
Honourable Ministers and the Government of the Province of Alberta. 

These needs and requirements are necessary to the Federation and the 
colonies in order to facilitate those socio-economic developmental 
processes through mpichaiietis people oh attain those goals to which 
the government of the Province of Alberta subscribes - self-sufficiency 


through self-determination. 


1G ie now a year and a nanen ago since we first presented to 
this new government, our first brief as a Federation. At that time 
we had indicated to you that it was our hope that the Federation would 
phase out within three years time as government inputs increased and 
through these Pe ee ac would gain the necessary sophistication to 
conduct our own business and to reach the first stages of self-sufficiency. 
We have two years more to go and it is our sincere desire, with your 


assistance, to still reach our goals. 


The following ten points were contained in our brief of 


November 15, 1971: 


Requests and Recommendations and the Federation of Settlement Associations 
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1. Negotiation of budgetary and facilities requirements for the 
Federation in order to conduct its business. Budgetary requirements 

to include salaries and operational expenses for two full time executive 
officers initially, one secretary and consultative fees. Facilities i 
to be negotiated with the Metis Rehabilitation Branch and prererauly 
located integrally within the Branch office. Operational expenses to 
cover travel of officers and travel and fixed per diem for Board 


members of both the Federation and colonies as required. 


2. Formation of a joint committee of the Federation and government 


representatives to sit as a revision committee on the Act and its regulations. 


3. The joint committee to assess and evaluate the present structure 
of the Metis Branch and submit recommendations for its improvement 


and functions. 


4. Establishment of a Metis Settlement Advisory Board to the Minister 


or Ministers charged with the responsibility of colonies. 


5. Transfer of jurisdictional powers to colonies and Metis people in 
respect to self-government. The inference here would not be unlike 


those powers as held by a Mayor and Council in any other community. 


6. The addition of those experts to the actual staff of the Metis 
Branch necessary in assisting the colonies and people in establishing 


economic development, both industrially and agriculturally. 
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7. The right of colony leadership in proposing and developing annual 
budgets and the appropriation and allocation of funds in concert with 


officers of the Metis Branch. 


8. The establishment of an economic development and loan fund for 
Metis settlements with active participation of Metis members on the 


Committee administering this fund. 


9. Entitlement of the colonies to reaffirmation and clarification 

of that regulation, specifically Alberta regulation 112/60 by Order 

in Council 466/60 as it relates to the administration of the nde of 

the Metis Settlement Associations. It is the intention of the Federation 
to pursue this matter through the proper channels to the high court 

level if necessary in order to obtain redress, at the very least to 


obtain a legal opinion. 


10. More direct involvement of the Metis people of colonies in the 
determination of policies relating to health and welfare, education, 
.housing, recreation and community and economic development as they apply 


to the settlements. 


In this short year just passed, the Federation has made much 
headway, particularly in bridging the gaps of communication, and raising 
to the surface the priority concerns of our settlement Associations. 


It would appear that little else was accomplished in terms of our first 
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presentation, but this feeling is tempered by the knowledge that both 
you, aS a new government, and we, as a new Federation, must find the 


directions by which we together, can resolve our many issues and concerns. 


In otder to provide a basis for discussions towards establishment 
of a framework within which we can start the immediate task of developing 
approaches and programs to meet our objectives, we would request the 


constituting of a joint Provincial-Federation Committee to meet at 


ae 
regularly appointed times, and on a continuing basis, to examine the 
following priority items: 
(1) Resolution of the Trust Account funds, through the / 


Constitutional Act, by the Supreme Court of Nihertasy 


(2) Amendments to the Metis Betterment Act and its regulations me 


and consideration of both task forces reports - Provincial 
and Metis. 
: A yee 
(3) Housing and water supply - community halls. /” 


(4) Community development program and community services 


(5) Health, education and facilities, recreation and social) ; 


services. 


(6) A framework for economic development. 


(a) Agriculture and livestock. ) 


herp 


wats 


ie rs) Foum choesensbe't oe a ee ‘bs .inevitewog won es 


Jondeanes a Souesi your tue avivags ‘cao yteddenos oo io letw “en 


« . 
Ab 


ijentariteses sbtawot snolneyoest: 21 aivad es abivoie of s6040 07 
Cigeisveh.t6 deed siaitwmet orf jiada csr ew co few nicid in row 


ve | a 
ani csaupet biumw pw ,ayvitoeido tun Joem ut emeagoze ten! 


oe Jenn os sec riemio?d "6! taiaba elelendvers trio; a mite } 


ae MrT aKa ca ea regi eran § a" ce B “ DRS ‘ nem 5 bg + ni - 
, 
tama? i vi 202g 
> lat 
ad sedagd) ~ahse'l Youoscs!aeuatT ony Yo cotdutessh ‘a a | 
a SA ) j 


“\,807OGLA “to tayol mussque of) ye ,904 Denpiiudidennd \ 


“ ‘ f + - J - 
andiieivogs, si bane JOA) detesusdiee siszeR yt of sinembnem (sp ae: 


fRionivoad.- et79g64 gaote? tout 4fGd te doitetibiened Bos 


‘S re titan bie ; by 
“S gation vtbeuimeas —¢ignve Tein0 bra goisuct. (ze) 


ak ,endivies yd deuance cbs migory Ifemgeleveh yiisueew?) Be). 


— 


Jrlsions bn6: noiiewsaes ~eeisiitos? bas noijaouba ,dgisat > sae 
= », ; . P 5 - od 
\ ene - «2HSL VERB - 


=! 
a 
= 


» Ji 
hy, F } : ‘sealiliibe irab dhebwiate ars drowement # Bal: 


~ i 
* io ; band waves brs ovsed Luke ie) 7 


ans 


hated 


‘Fe . 


(7) 
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(10) 


(b) Forestry operations - lumbering and sawmills. 
(c) Small business development. 


(d) Commercial recreational development. “ 


Development of local self-government and the right of 
settlement elected officials in the participation and peat 
/ 


determination of budgets and appropriations and respon- 


sibility to administer fiscal budgets. 


‘Government programs and their determination. 


(a) Newstart successor and A.V.C.'s. 
(b) Local settlement training and upgrading programs. 


(c) Road programs. 


Negotiation of a new Native incentive program through 

D.R.E.E. by both the Province of Alberta and the Federal 
government. We feel that this is absolutely necessary / 
for the only route open to us is the co-op route, and 


99% of our individual projects do not fit that or any 


other provincial program. 


An examination of the future role of the Metis Rehabilitation 


Branch and its location within a Ministry which will J 


_ afford development of the settlements and their peoples 


rather than its present custodial role. 
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(11) The establishment of a revolving loan fund or credit 
union for the settlements. This will provide us the ee 
t 
opportunity for equity in order to take advantage of 
grants through a Native Federal/Provincial incentive 


agreement. 


(12) A reconsideration of the points submitted to the 
government in November of 1971 and which are not 


duplicated in the foregoing, 


We, the Federation of Alberta Metis Settlement Associations, 
wish to take this opportunity to thank the Honourable Premier Lougheed 
and his Ministers for receiving this brief and for meeting with us 
today. It is our hope that you will all hear us and will give us some 


answers in order that we may take word back to the people we represent. 


It is the desire and intention of the Marie sectlanente of 
the Province of Alberta, through the efforts of their Federation, to 
create an atmosphere of joint effort directed towards the advancement 
of their peoples and the creation of those social and economic oppor- 
tunities which will afford the Metis people the opportunity in attaining 


their goals. 


@eeeaeeeneoeose? thal 


Ne opmsoavs eva of “aebis At yf lige sae in wadhe 


| dutdngane Letonive ‘\insebe? eyive » dquo. ainekp 
i dhomeet om Lh) 
{ 


wed, 6) betiivdye eintta etd th nostaunyienoned & 
+ NS a p y ¥ i [ , ; ‘ 
‘ Jaen ets rlite tre INES Vo astieevell Ar jJomerieevep. 


jeciogesed eff i beseatdguh 


shoidntaneaA drmmpigie2 vical ajiatlf~ io noiseuvehbe tens 2H a 


bosdguad notes cla rmoul ¢4/ dens oF igus tooge 


au, Aatlw grévedin Yo? ‘one total eine pniyieiet 167? 


GMOs. wu ald ayay Drip ai saad ile eCaw woy dad? eoeyl so ae 


ot veoerian ‘ow no ae ‘hd oed: ee ctied Vew pw tert ravage aa 
aa 

1 esnanast swe eide® ers te ie Gre Ssiaeh and ai a: 

‘7 ; 


tad naeeranee dian? Yo estate (wel! inwoidy ,staedl4 Yo 
Srama one viE, city #oanwot wetootit HOTIa Irict Yo 2rerignistt 
-Toggo. p montae Be Letdou wees Ta Apives1> ord bite oo lqae 


we? 


er iatedts rid yt Lou Tageqo | uty alge: eivom ectd brett] Rise ret 9 


aa 


1 


=f) 


“ 7 ee )?*emwae ities 


Ee ie Hae 


Respectfully submitted to the Honourable Premier 
Lougheed and the Ministers of the government of the Province 


of Alberta. 


THE FEDERATION OF ALBERTA METIS SETTLEMENT ASSOCS. 


on 


= = 


io 3 ‘ - Ne wih, 2 


Sam Johnston, Vice President 
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